Business Employment News Network – May 4, 2015
Say Goodbye to Hollywood—Actor/Producer Ron Perlman relocates film company to Central NY

Scott Paton   

For more than a week now, Eric Vinal’s phone has been ringing off the hook.  As Film Commissioner for Onondaga County in Central New York, his standard pace of operations typically falls somewhat shy of his counterparts in California and other U.S. hubs of film activity.  Onondaga and the county seat of Syracuse are 2500 miles from Hollywood and its trappings.
But that is all about to change this summer when actor Ron Perlman (“Beauty & the Beat,” “Hellboy,” “Sons of Anarchy”) brings his film production company, Wing & A Prayer Pictures, to its new home at the State University of New York’s Polytechnic Institute (SUNY Poly) where it will be housed in its new Emerging Nano Industries facility.  And this is not a temporary location shoot, native New Yorker Perlman views this as a permanent relocation to his home state.
“For local actors, technicians and film students, this is a very exciting event” says Eric Vinal. “Ron Perlman and his team anticipate employing up to a couple hundred people per production.  While we’ve recently hosted major movie shoots like James Caan and Wood Harris’ upcoming “Sweetwater,” and ”Adult World” with John Cusack, this will encompass the entire filmmaking process, from pre-production to final edit.”
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Joanne Mahoney, Onondaga County Executive, shared Vinal’s enthusiasm for bringing film projects to their region and was key in executing the deal.  Vinal says that they both expect that the economic impact of Perlman’s emigration to Central New York will extend far beyond just the creative community. ”Look at “Breaking Bad’s” impact on Albuquerque, “True Detective’s” impact on South Louisiana.  These productions put people in hotels, they eat in local restaurants, and they generate income for everything from car rentals to dry cleaners to the company that provides port-a-pots on location.  The dollars keep extending into the community and, of course, that translates to increased employment.”
This likely economic boom for the local environs is a quid pro quo affair as Perlman and his company have received substantial financial and tax incentives for bringing his enterprise to Onondaga County and New York State.  “The extra ten percent our region was able to provide made us more competitive with New York City and upstate,” says Eric Vinal, “and as Ron said, that allows him to put more money into what goes on the screen.”
Erik Kritzer, spokesperson for Ron Perlman and Wing & A Prayer Pictures, indicates that the company anticipates “a July 21 date for location shooting to commence on the studio’s initial project, “Wooden Lake,” a family-oriented drama.”  Concurrent with filming, the production company will be setting up offices and technical operations in its new facility, and it should be ready for editing and post-production when principal photography is complete by summer’s end.

Film Commissioner Eric Vinal says that prospective cast and crew members are already submitting inquiries, resumes and videos to his office in anticipation of Perlman’s premier project, and in the hope of landing work on the production.  “In just the past week I’ve received 350-400 emails from interested participants.”

Does Vinal anticipate any ribbon-cutting ceremonies or main street parades to inaugurate Perlman’s official arrival at his new digs in DeWitt, New York?  He laughs and admits that nothing formal has yet been planned.  ”But I suspect that the local communities will be very gracious in their welcoming of this enterprise.”
Whatever the official acknowledgment of Ron Perlman and Wing & A Prayer Pictures arrival might be, there’s no doubt that there will be a discernible measure of excitement in the air this summer as a little bit of Hollywood glitter descends on Onondaga County.
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