Motown 50 – An Exclusive Broadcast Special for 

Adult Contemporary Radio Stations, 

Labor Day Weekend 2009

Motown—An American brand so recognizable that –over the past 50 years—it’s literally become a musical genre unto itself.  A sound so indelible that even songs recorded more than four decades ago still resonate like contemporary classics for new generations of music fans.
Aside from the impeccable musicianship and timeless quality of the songs themselves, Motown’s enduring popularity can be attributed to the fact that its greatest hits have never left the collective consciousness of the listening public.  On any given day, Motown music can be heard in at least a half-dozen national TV commercial campaigns.  Motown classics are among the most frequently licensed tunes for motion picture and television soundtracks.  Vintage Motown hits are regularly covered, as well as sampled, in contemporary recordings by some of the top names in Pop and R&B music.  And, of course, Motown classics remain staples of the airwaves, on a variety of radio formats and broadcast music services.
A few recent facts to note:
· Some of the top-rated episodes of “American Idol” have been those exclusively devoted to classics from the Motown songbook, and featuring guest appearances by Smokey Robinson, Stevie Wonder, Diana Ross and Lionel Richie.

· Numerous covers and Motown-themed projects such as the two recent albums by Michael McDonald have been blockbusters in both airplay and sales.
· Sales of classic Motown reissues and anthologies, both on compact disc and as downloads, represent a significant component of annual sales for the Universal Music Group, the largest international musical conglomerate.

Of course, the term “the Motown Sound” conjures up memories and images of pop music’s most exciting and ground-breaking era, the 1960s.  And for Motown 50’s playlist, we’ve cherry-picked the most durable of those early classics, like the Temptations’ “My Girl”, Marvin Gaye’s “I Heard It Through The Grapevine”, and the Four Tops’ “I Can’t Help Myself (Sugar Pie, Honey Bunch)”.  But the Motown saga and its mighty musical presence continued to loom large throughout the ‘70s and ‘80s –even into the ‘90s and beyond—thanks to classic music from Stevie Wonder, Smokey Robinson, Diana Ross, the Jacksons, Lionel Richie & the Commodores and Boyz II Men.
We’ve mixed and matched the very best from all of Motown’s golden eras, in non-chronological, but musical fashion, and we’ve highlighted these selections with memories and exclusive stories behind the songs by the artists who recorded them.  Virtually every tune was a Top Five smash on the Pop or AC charts, and each and every one remains a recurrent favorite.  Motown 50 is the fastest, most hit-rich, broadcast music special this year.
(Optional paragraph if Lionel Richie comes through.)
And making this guaranteed radio smash a grand slam is our host for this musical event, Lionel Richie.  Motown’s biggest latter-day star, famed for both his solo work and as a member of the Commodores, is currently hot on the AC charts again with his new chart-topper, “Just Go”.  Lionel’s perspective on the Motown legacy provides your listeners with an insider’s view of the legendary record label and its greatest stars. 
