Motherhood, Birthrates & General Mom-related Statistics & Demographics  
(Compiled & prepared for Mom.com as source material for editorial content to coincide with Mother’s Day, May 9, 1999.)
Teen Pregnancy

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Hills/7236/teenpregnancy/stats.html
· More than four out of every ten girls who are now fourteen will become pregnant while they are still teenagers.
· Approximately 1.1 million teenagers become pregnant each year (only half give birth due to miscarriage and abortion). 
· About one out of every twenty girls gets pregnant the first time she has sex. 
· As many as 40,000 teen girls drop out of school each year due to pregnancy. 
Out of every 100 mothers ages 15 to 17, 90 are unemployed and 72 collect welfare. 
· Divorce for teen couples is two to four times more likely than for older couples, 60% end within 6 years. 
Birth Rates Drop

Births to women age 15 to 19, per 1,000 women:

1980: 53.0 
1991: 62.1 
1996: 54.7
Sources: National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy & Natl. Center for Health Statistics

http://www.agi-usa.org/pubs/journals/3201400.html
	Rates of adolescent birth, abortion and pregnancy per year (per 1,000 women aged 15-19) and abortion ratio (per 100 pregnancies), by developed country, for the most recent year available.

	Country
	Birthrate
	Abortion rate
	Pregnancy rate
	Abortion rate

	Albania
	15.4
	u
	u
	u

	Armenia
	56.2
	u
	u
	u

	Australia 
	19.8
	23.8
	43.7
	54.1

	Austria
	15.6
	u
	u
	u

	Belarus
	39.0
	34.3
	73.3
	47.5

	Belgium
	9.1
	5.0
	14.1
	35.6

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	38.0
	u
	u
	u

	Bulgaria
	49.6
	33.7
	83.3
	40.4

	Canada
	24.2
	21.2
	45.4
	47.1

	Croatia 
	19.9
	u
	u
	u

	Czech Republic
	20.1
	12.3
	32.4
	38.1

	Denmark
	8.3
	14.4
	22.7
	62.6

	England and Wales
	28.4
	18.6
	46.9
	40.2

	Estonia
	33.4
	32.8
	66.2
	49.7

	Finland
	9.8
	10.7
	20.5
	52.9

	France
	10.0
	10.2*
	20.2*
	51.2*

	Georgia
	53.0
	13.4*
	66.4*
	20.2*

	Germany 
	12.5
	3.6
	16.1
	23.0

	Greece
	13.0
	u
	u
	u

	Hungary
	29.5
	29.6
	59.1
	50.3

	Iceland
	22.1
	21.2
	43.3
	51.1

	Ireland
	15.0
	4.2*
	19.2*
	21.9*

	Israel
	18.0
	9.8†
	27.9†
	35.3†

	Italy
	6.9
	5.1*
	12.0*
	42.9*

	Japan
	3.9
	6.3*,†
	10.1*,†
	61.9*,†

	Latvia
	25.5
	29.0
	54.5
	47.6

	Lithuania
	36.7
	u
	u
	u

	Macedonia
	44.1
	u
	u
	u

	Moldova
	53.2
	11.6*
	64.8*
	18.1*

	Netherlands
	8.2‡
	4.0‡
	12.2‡
	33.8‡

	New Zealand
	34.0
	20.0
	54.0
	37.2

	Northern Ireland§
	23.7‡
	4.8*,‡
	28.4*,‡
	17.0*,‡

	Norway
	13.5
	18.7
	32.3
	59.2

	Poland
	21.1
	u
	u
	u

	Portugal
	20.9
	u
	u
	u

	Romania**
	42.0
	32.0*
	74.0*
	42.9*

	Russian Federation††
	45.6
	56.1*
	101.7*
	56.1*

	Scotland‡‡
	27.1
	14.5
	41.6
	37.2

	Slovak Republic
	32.3
	11.1
	43.3
	25.5

	Slovenia
	9.3
	10.6
	19.9
	49.2

	Spain
	7.8
	4.5*
	12.3*
	36.7*

	Sweden
	7.7
	17.2
	24.9
	69.6

	Switzerland
	5.7
	u
	u
	u

	Ukraine 
	54.3
	u
	u
	u

	United States
	54.4
	29.2
	83.6
	34.9

	Yugoslavia (Federal Rep.)
	32.1
	u
	u
	u

	


	Adolescent birthrates, by year, and percentage change in birthrates, by period, 1970 to mid-1990s, according to country.

	Country
	Rate
	% change

	
	1970
	1975
	1980
	1985
	1990
	1995*
	1970-1985
	1985-1995
	1970-1995

	Albania
	39.0
	u
	21.9
	16.4
	15.4
	u
	-58
	u
	u 

	Armenia
	41.2
	39.6
	45.0
	57.0
	70.0
	56.2
	38
	-1
	36

	Australia
	50.9
	40.9
	28.1
	22.7†
	22.0
	19.8‡
	-55
	-13
	-61

	Austria
	58.2
	47.1
	34.5
	24.4
	21.2
	15.6
	-58
	-36
	-73

	Belarus
	19.6
	25.5
	31.4
	32.8
	43.8
	39.0
	67
	19
	99

	Belgium
	31.0
	27.8
	20.3
	12.6
	11.3
	9.1
	-59
	-28
	-71

	Bosnia & Herzegovina
	43.6
	45.4
	36.8
	38.1
	38.0
	u
	-13
	u
	u

	Bulgaria
	71.5
	75.4
	81.2
	77.4
	69.9
	49.6
	8
	-36
	-31

	Canada
	42.8
	35.3
	27.2
	23.2
	25.6
	24.2
	-46
	4
	-43

	Croatia
	46.9
	51.5
	45.4
	38.4
	27.4
	19.9
	-18
	-48
	-58

	Czech Republic
	49.0
	61.2
	53.1
	53.3
	44.7
	20.1
	9
	-62
	-59

	Czechoslovakia
	45.6
	55.6
	51.3
	52.8
	44.8
	27.5
	16
	-48
	-40

	Denmark
	32.4
	26.8
	16.8
	9.1
	9.1
	8.3
	-72
	-9
	-74

	England and Wales
	49.7
	36.5
	29.6
	29.5
	33.2
	28.4
	-41
	-4
	-43

	Estonia
	32.6
	36.0
	44.6
	43.9
	53.6
	33.4
	35
	-24
	2

	Federal Republic of Germany
	43.3
	26.2
	19.5
	12.1
	16.8
	13.2
	-72
	9
	-70

	Finland
	32.2
	27.5
	18.9
	13.8
	12.4
	9.8
	-57
	-29
	-70

	France
	37.4
	33.1
	25.4
	16.9
	13.3
	10.0
	-55
	-41
	-73

	Georgia
	35.8
	36.3
	45.0
	49.1
	60.2
	53.0‡
	37
	8
	48

	German Dem. Republic
	72.1§
	61.5
	53.7
	43.8
	33.2§
	u
	-39§
	u
	u

	Greece
	36.9
	46.5
	53.1
	36.4
	21.6
	13.0
	-1
	-64
	-65

	Hungary
	50.0
	72.1
	68.0
	51.5
	39.5
	29.5
	3
	-43
	-41

	Iceland
	73.7
	64.1
	57.7
	33.7
	30.6
	22.1
	-54
	-34
	-70

	Ireland
	16.3
	22.8
	23.0
	16.6
	16.8
	15.0
	2
	-10
	-8

	Israel
	49.6
	43.8
	35.3
	26.1
	24.7
	18.0
	-47
	-31
	-64

	Italy
	27.0
	32.5
	20.9
	12.7
	9.0
	6.9
	-53
	-46
	-74

	Japan
	4.4
	4.1
	3.6
	4.0
	3.6
	3.9
	-9
	-4
	-12

	Latvia
	27.7
	28.8
	39.9
	42.6
	50.0
	25.5
	54
	-40
	-8

	Lithuania
	23.6
	22.2
	28.0
	22.1
	41.6
	36.7
	-6
	66
	56

	Macedonia
	41.4
	50.0
	49.3
	47.5
	43.1
	44.1
	15
	-7
	7

	Moldova
	u
	u
	34.7
	42.6
	58.7
	53.2
	u
	25
	u

	Netherlands
	22.6
	12.6
	9.2
	6.8
	8.3
	5.8
	-70
	-15
	-74

	New Zealand 
	64.3
	53.7
	30.6
	30.6
	35.0
	34.0
	-52
	11
	-47

	Northern Ireland
	u
	34.9
	30.5**
	28.7
	u
	23.7
	u
	-17
	u

	Norway
	44.6
	40.3
	25.2
	17.8
	17.1
	13.5
	-60
	-24
	-70

	Poland
	30.0
	31.4
	32.9
	35.1
	31.5
	21.1
	17
	-40
	-30

	Portugal
	29.8
	37.0
	41.0
	33.0
	24.1
	20.9
	11
	-37
	-30

	Romania
	65.7
	69.2
	72.3
	57.3
	51.5
	42.0
	-13
	-27
	-36

	Russian Federation
	29.7
	34.5
	43.6
	46.9
	55.6
	45.6
	58
	-3
	54

	Scotland
	47.3
	40.0
	32.6
	30.9
	31.8
	27.1
	-35
	-12
	-43

	Slovak Republic
	39.2
	46.3
	48.2
	51.8
	45.5
	32.3
	32
	-38
	-18

	Slovenia
	42.3
	59.6
	56.3
	41.3
	24.6
	9.3
	-2
	-77
	-78

	Spain
	14.3
	21.9
	25.8
	18.5
	11.9
	7.8
	29
	-58
	-45

	Sweden
	33.9
	28.8
	15.8
	11.0
	14.1
	7.7
	-68
	-30
	-77

	Switzerland
	22.2
	15.3
	10.2
	6.7
	7.1
	5.7
	-70
	-15
	-74

	Ukraine
	35.1
	40.3
	49.4
	51.7
	57.4
	54.3
	47
	5
	55

	United States
	68.3
	55.6
	53.0
	51.0
	59.9
	54.4
	-25
	7
	-20

	USSR
	32.5
	u
	u
	43.9††
	u
	u
	35
	u
	u

	Yugoslavia (former)
	51.4
	54.2
	47.6
	43.8‡‡
	35.2
	u
	-15
	u
	u

	Yugoslavia (Federal Republic)
	60.8
	60.6
	52.7
	48.4
	41.0
	32.1
	-20
	-34
	-47


http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb95-89.txt
Census Bureau Statistics About Mothers
The Census Bureau culled the following statistical facts from its many demographic and economic reports on the occasion of Mother's Day 1995.
The numbers on mothers:
     -    Of the estimated total of 103.4 million women 15 years

          of age and over in the United States in 1993, 73.9

          million of them were mothers.

     -    As of 1993, these mothers had given birth to an average

          of 2.7 children in their lifetimes.

     -    The average age of the nation's mothers in 1993 was

          48.1 years old.

     -    In 1993, mothers then living had given birth to 196

          million persons out of a total population of 258

          million.

Mothers are forever:
     -    Mothering takes a little longer nowadays:  5.1 million

          sons and daughters age 25 to 34 lived at home with

          their parents in 1993 compared with 2.0 million in

          1970.

     -    Sons tended to prefer the comforts of home more than

          daughters.  Of the 25- to 34-year-olds living at home

          with their parents, 3.3 million were male; 1.8 million,

          female.

How we celebrate our mothers:
     -    The value of manufacturers' shipments of Mother's Day

          greeting cards jumped from $80 million in 1987 to $148

          million in 1992, an increase of 84 percent across the

          5-year period.

Where the mothers are:
     -    Regionally, more mothers were living in the South (25.3

          million) in 1993 than in any other region, while the

          fewest were in the Northeast (14.7 million).

     -    The state with the highest number of mothers by far was

          California, with 8.6 million; New York was second with 

          5.2 million and Texas third, with 4.8 million.

Surrogate mothers:
     -    Stay-at-home dads who care for children of their

          employed wives have declined as the economy picks up

          and the fathers return to full-time work.  From a high

          of 20 percent in 1991, the percentage of children under

          five cared for by their homebound fathers fell to 16

          percent in 1993.

     -    The number of preschool-age children of working women

          in organized day-care or nursery schools came to 30

          percent in 1993--the highest percentage since the

          Census Bureau began tracking child-care arrangements in

          the 1970s.

     -    Grandparents are assuming a larger role in the care of

          their children's children.  In 1993, about 17 percent

          of these children under five were being cared for by

          grandparents, either in the children's homes or at the

          grandparents' homes.

Sources:  

     -    Unpublished data from the Fertility Statistics Branch, 

          Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/women.html
A product of the U.S. Census Bureau's Public Information

Office
CB99-FF.07                                       April 29, 1999

How Many Children Do Mothers Have? 
- Among the 35 million mothers in the United States ages 15 to 44 in 1995,

10.8 million had one child, 13.9 million had two, 6.9 million had three

and 3.4 million had four or more(1).

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-192.html
- Women ages 40 to 44 in 1995 had an average of two children each.

Hispanic women in this age group had 2.6 children each while African-

American women had 2.1 and White women 1.9.  The figures for all women

ages 40 to 44 and African-American and White women in this age group are

not significantly different from one another.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-192.html
- As of 1995, there were 1,545 births to every 1,000 women ages 15 to 44

in Idaho -- among the highest rates in the nation. Women in Massachusetts

were among those with the lowest rates (959 children ever born per 1,000

women of childbearing ages).

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-192.html
Where Births Take Place
- We tend to assume that when a mother gives birth, she does it in a

hospital. While this is usually the case, it is not always true. In 1995,

there were 27,000 births nationwide attended by physicians, midwives or

others which did not occur in hospitals, down from 39,000 ten years

earlier. http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-226.html
Working Moms  

- As of 1995, the majority (55 percent) of women ages 15 to 44 who had

given birth in the previous year were in the labor force, up from 31

percent in 1976. The percentage of returnees to the labor force was even

higher (77 percent) if the woman was 30 to 44 and the birth was her first.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-192.html
- There were 10 million preschoolers nationwide in 1994 whose mothers were

employed. About 43 percent of these children received care from relatives

other than their mothers (fathers, grandparents, siblings, aunts or

uncles) during most of the mothers' working hours. Another 29 percent went

to a day-care center or nursery school, while 6 percent received care from

their mothers at their workplaces or while they worked at home.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-08.html
Moms Raising Children without a Husband
 - In 1995, about 1 in 5 never-married women ages 15 to 44 were mothers.  

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-192.html
- In Mississippi, 45 percent of births in 1996 were to unmarried women --

the highest rate of any state in the nation. Utah, with 16 percent, had

the lowest rate. The national average was 32 percent. Worldwide (1995

data), among selected nations, the percentage ranged from 1 percent in

Japan to 53 percent in Sweden.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-226.html
- The number of single mothers in the United States -- 9.8 million in 

1998 -- has remained constant since 1995 after nearly tripling over the

previous quarter century. Last year, single mothers comprised about

five-sixths of all single parents. Their families constituted 26 percent

of all parent-child situations, up from 12 percent in 1970.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-228.html
- Nearly 1 in 5 single mothers was raising three or more of their own

children in 1998. http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-228.html
- Most single mothers (7.7 million or 78 percent) maintained their own

household in 1998. The remainder lived in the home of either a relative or

a nonrelative. The vast majority of single mothers who maintained their

own household (69 percent) did not have another adult in the home to help

them out. http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-228.html
- In 1998, 42 percent of single mothers had never married.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-228.html
Teen Moms
- It's not exactly the norm for women to become mothers before they

celebrate their 20th birthday, but it's not uncommon either. As of 1995,

more than 800,000 women ages 15 to 19 -- or about 1 in 10 women in this

age range were -- mothers.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb97-192.html
- In 1996, 13 percent of all the births nationwide were to teens.

Mississippi, at 21 percent, had the highest rate among states, while

Massachusetts and New Hampshire, each at 7 percent, had the lowest.

http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/cb98-226.html
http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/fertility.html
Half of All Mothers With Infants Return To Labor Force

After Giving Birth, Says Census Bureau Report

In 1995, 55 percent of women aged 15 to 44 were in the labor force within a year of giving birth, according to a new report released today by the Commerce Department's Census Bureau. 

The report, Fertility of American Women: June 1995 (P20-499), provides fertility data by age, sex, race, marital status, education, employment, occupation and income for June 1995.

Among the highlights: 

· Women 15 to 44 years old had an average of 1.2 children each. 

· About 42 percent of women 15 to 44 years old were childless in 1995. 

· Of the 22.8 million women who were never married at the time of the survey, 21 percent had given birth to at least one child. 

· There were 6.1 million foreign-born women 15 to 44 years old who had an average of 1.6 children each. 

